
PARTNERS
MINISTRY NEWS

NEW YEAR, FRESH PROGRESS!
Springtime feels like a fresh start after winter, doesn’t it? It is always a 
welcome reminder to me that the Lord’s mercies are new every morning, 
in every season.

You read above how Angel Tree unwrapped joy this past Christmas for 
hundreds of thousands of prisoners’ kids nationwide. Our team is already 
hard at work preparing for another season of Angel Tree Camping® 
and Angel Tree Sports Clinic to help kids discover the hope of Christ 
year-round.

Keep reading to see what’s coming up this April for Second Chance® 
Month, our national campaign to raise awareness of the barriers faced by 
people with a criminal record. Acclaimed lawyer and best-selling author 
Bryan Stevenson will kick off our Second Chance Month Gala as keynote 
speaker, and we’ll celebrate second chances all month with prayer walks, 
5K runs, press events, special church services, and more. I am thrilled to 
join supporters across the country in this amazing effort. We are calling 

for a cultural shift, emphasizing the value of men and women as image-
bearers of their Creator.

This edition of the Partners Report will also show you what it might look 
like for your organization to partner with Prison Fellowship to impact 
incarcerated people around the country.

These are integral pieces of the Gospel-centered vision that Prison 
Fellowship has pursued since day one. Your gracious support makes it all 
possible. Thank you for partnering with us as this chapter unfolds! 

Sincerely,

James J. Ackerman 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
703.554.8402 
james_ackerman@pfm.org

MARCH 2020

As the results and stories of last year’s Christmas ministry roll in, we 
rejoice in another banner year for Angel Tree®! We closed out December 
with more than 300,000 children assigned to receive a gift on behalf 
of their incarcerated mom or dad. More than 7,000 churches and 
organizations, in partnership with friends like you, hosted Angel Tree 
parties and hand-delivered gifts to kids nationwide.
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Remember those in prison

HOPE IS RISING!
Celebrating growth and momentum in ministry

Joining the effort, the NFL’s Los Angeles Rams hosted an Angel Tree 
Christmas party for 130 Angel Tree children and their caregivers. Players 
and staff attended, having purchased gifts for the children on behalf of their 
parent behind bars. “We were blessed by [Clay Matthews III’s] presence 
and the team’s giving spirit,” said Mary, an Angel Tree grandmother. 

The Rams also held an Angel Tree Sports Clinic™ in June 2019 for nearly 
100 children at their practice facility. Thanks to your support, Prison 
Fellowship continues to serve prisoners’ families all year long.



SECOND CHANCE MOVEMENT GAINS GROUND 
April is Second Chance Month
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Chicago gym owner Luis Centeno wanted to 
raise money to give to Angel Tree. Luis and his 
children benefitted from the program during 
his 10-year incarceration. But his clients and 
trainers had no idea he had served time.

Why had Luis never told his coworkers and 
clients about his past? “Because of the constant 
rejection,” he says. 

Like many of the 70 million Americans with a 
criminal record, Luis knew how hard it can be to 
access a second chance. After paying his debt to 
society and being released from prison, Luis tried 
getting a place to live, but he couldn’t get a loan 
or sign a lease because of his criminal conviction. 
He tried securing a job in construction—a field 
he received continuing education in during his 
incarceration—but he learned he wasn’t 
allowed to work on most job sites.

He was ready to start over, but 
seemingly no one was willing to 
let him. Eventually, his mother 
allowed him move into her 

basement. From there, Luis found work 
in a gym, where he began training 
clients and selling memberships. 
Then he decided to start his own 
training business. Today his gym, 
Fit Results, has two Chicago 
locations. And, after bravely 
deciding to share his history, he 
managed to raise nearly $3,000 
for Angel Tree in 2019. 

Luis’ difficulties mirror the experience of 
approximately 1 in 3 American adults who 
have a criminal record. That record limits 
their access to education, housing, jobs, and 
other opportunities needed to reach their full 
potential. That’s why Prison Fellowship started 
Second Chance Month. 

Celebrated every April, Second Chance Month 
is a nationwide campaign to unlock second 
chances for the tens of millions of Americans 
with a criminal record who have paid 
their debt to society. Through storytelling, 
awareness-building events, a nationwide 
media campaign, and government resolutions 

and proclamations, Second 
Chance Month affirms that 
people with a criminal 
record have the dignity 
and capacity to make 

important 

contributions 
to society. We 

provide opportunities 
for people with a 

criminal record to 
speak about their 

experiences, 
challenging negative 
stereotypes with real-
life stories of hope 
and transformation.

One example is 
our Road to Second 

Chances Prayer Walks 

that will take place around the country. These 
prayer walks are an opportunity to cover 
our communities and nation with prayer for 
those affected by crime and incarceration. At 
organized stops along the walks, participants 
hear real-life stories of people living out 
their second chance. These prayer walks are 
a powerful part of Second Chance Month, 
which has been gaining momentum since first 
launching in 2017. 

Last year President Trump, the U.S. Senate, 
and more than 20 state and local bodies 
officially declared April to be Second Chance 
Month. We anticipate an even greater response 
in 2020, and our partners will help make 
that happen. 

More than 350 organizations, congregations, 
and businesses have joined Prison Fellowship 
as official Second Chance Month partners. 
Our diverse coalition works together to open 
up brighter futures by raising awareness and 
creating a culture of second chances around 
the country. Step by step, the movement for 
second chances is helping to create a society 
where more people like Luis can find their way 
to productive, meaningful lives that benefit 
their communities.

In December 2019, Sea Foam invited Prison 
Fellowship representatives to their employee 
Christmas party. The Minnesota-based maker 
of gas and diesel engine products donates 
generously to Prison Fellowship to support 
restorative programs like the Prison Fellowship 
Academy®. At the party, the Sea Foam family 
met four graduates of the Academy, whose 
personal stories of transformation reflected the 
redemptive promise of the Christmas season.  

With its generous support and commitment 
to the mission, Sea Foam is a great example 
of how businesses can make a difference 
for prisoners and their families, and your 
organization can too. Through annual giving, 
awareness-building events, volunteering, and 
more, your team can impact countless people 
in need of hope. Contact your development 
director for more information on how to 
get involved.

SECOND CHANCES EMBODY GOSPEL HOPE
Why we spearhead the movement for second chances

MAXIMIZE YOUR IMPACT 
Businesses like Sea Foam help transform lives

350+ organizations  
are official  

Second Chance Month partners.

“It’s imperative to show 
[returning citizens] that it 

can be done. There’s life after 
serving 10 or 15 years.”  

–Luis Centeno

Approximately 1 in 3 American adults  
have a criminal record.

You have to give people 
a second chance. You 

can’t just turn your 
back on them.

—Luis Centeno
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